C.B.S. School News
October 2021
Halloween School Holiday
School will close from Monday 25th October and re-open on Monday 1st November.
Halloween Dress-Up
Halloween (‘Samhain’) is an Ancient Irish Tradition, and we will celebrate by having a Halloween dress-up day on
Friday 22nd. We encourage pupils and staff to dress-up for the day; rather than buying expensive costumes, we
encourage you to dress your child in homemade outfits, which will tie into our Green Schools message ‘Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle.’
Normal school closing hours on Friday 22nd October (No Half-Day)
Winter Weather
With the seasons changing, we ask that children come to school with a coat or raincoat. We will be trying to take
children outside as often as possible throughout the winter season, and a coat will keep them warm and dry.
Traffic
Please observe the ONE-WAY SYSTEM in front of the school and DO NOT stop in the middle of the road, as this
causes tailbacks. Also, do not park in front of barrier or on Double Yellow Lines or on the footpath in the interest
of safety of the children and parents.
CBS Flag Day
Our Annual Flag Day Collection this year takes place on Friday 26th & Saturday 27th November. This event raises
vital funds for our school, and the proceeds are used to replace and restock our PE equipment. If you are
available, even for an hour, please volunteer your time to help collect. Mr. Jones is organising this Flag Day, and
we would appreciate your help and support.
First Holy Communion & Confirmation Dates 2022
The date for Confirmation next year is Saturday, 14th May and First Holy Communion takes place on Saturday, 18th
June.
Junior Infant Enrolment
Enrolment has begun for Junior Infants 2022. If you have any family or friends seeking to enrol their child,
please tell them to download the enrollment form available on our school website.
▪
Please note – child must be 4 years of age by 1st July 2022.
GOAL Jersey Day
It was lovely to see such an array of Jerseys; we even saw matching hair accessories. These types of activities
allow the children to participate in lessons on the theme of social justice and helps them become aware of our
collective responsibility within the global community. We would like to sincerely thank everyone for their support
raising €650 for the Charity ‘Goal’.
Early Collection
Parents are asked not to collect their child/children from school before their home time, as it disrupts the class
and unsettles the children. Appointment should be made for after school (where possible).
Care of Hair
Please check your child’s hair for head lice regularly as the occurrence of head lice is a national problem. Pupils
who are infected should be treated at home. It is recommended that long hair is tied back or plaited. Extreme
hairstyles and highlighting is not permitted.
Waste
In an effort to reduce waste & be more Environmentally Friendly, we have become a Plastic-Free School. All
children are asked to have a re-useable drinks bottle.
Telephone Messages
Parents are asked only to telephone the school in case of urgent matters or an emergency.

Covid-19
We want to thank you for your continued support as we mitigate against the spread of Covid-19 in our school. We
ask that if your child is suffering from any sign of illness, please keep your child at home. If the symptoms relate
to Covid symptoms, please get in touch with your doctor immediately.
School Absence Procedure

When a child is absent from school, a parent/guardian must send a note of
explanation, this is essential to complete the Daily Attendance Records.

Junior & Senior Infants: A brief written & signed note with explanation
Please give to class teacher on your child’s return to school
2nd to 6th Class:

Complete & sign ‘Absence Note’ in Homework Journal
Child to show class teacher on their return to school

Please only telephone the school in the occurrence of Covid-19 related matters/a contagious illness or a child’s
prolonged absence. A signed note (as above) is still required.
Attendance
Can we remind parents that once a child reaches 20 Absences, all schools are obliged to inform the National
Education Welfare Board. The written explanation then assists the Welfare Officer to identify any children who
may need attendance support. We appreciate your co-operation with this matter.
Birthday Party Invitations
We kindly ask parents/guardians not to distribute (or get their child to distribute) birthday party invitations in
school. We understand that school is the most convenient forum to distribute invitations to parties; however, we
would ask that you issue invitations to children outside of school time, as it can cause upset and disappointment to
some children if they don’t receive an invitation. We hope you understand this situation and appreciate your
support.
In school activities
▪
Music Generation has started in our 2nd classes. Every child is getting the opportunity to learn how to play
a stringed instrument, including cello, double bass, violin and viola. The children are having great fun, and
it’s lovely to hear the instruments in the school.
▪
‘Fit Kids’ has begun in the Junior Infant classes; it will run for 6 weeks and then move into the Senior
Infant classes; this is a fantastic programme that helps develop children’s gross motor skills, coordination and confidence.
‘Safe Hands Programme’
The 6th classes are also undertaking the ‘Safe Hands Programme’; this programme runs in conjunction with
Women’s Aid to promote practical problem-solving skills, resilience and self-esteem.
Swimming
Swimming lessons will begin after the Halloween break for 6th Class on Tuesday 2nd November. We will inform you
in advance by text and letter when your child’s class are due to begin.
Lunches
Please ensure your child has an adequate healthy lunch & drink to school with them each morning.
Shoebox Appeal 2021
We will be taking part in the Christmas Shoebox Appeal this year. Shoeboxes can be donated in school or online
and we ask that you have them ready by Monday 8th November. More details on getting your Shoebox ready can
be found at: https://www.teamhope.ie/christmas-showbox-appeal/
Friendship Month
➢

November is Friendship, Kindness and Anti-Bullying Month is the C.B.S.

During this time, we look at spreading kindness and good cheer. We treat each other with respect and learn that
bullying is not tolerated in our school. There are fun competitions, and daily acts of kindness are encouraged with
our fun calendar.

